
DNR Recreation User Group Meeting

September 30, 2010

Minutes

Capitol Forest Ecology Day     - The Tacoma Trail Cruisers will once again host the Capitol Forest Ecology Day on Saturday, October 2nd.   Orientation will be at 9:00 AM at their clubhouse on Sherman Valley Rd.    A dumpster has been donated for the day.

Introductions -  Round the table introductions were made.  Attending for the first time from the DNR was Eric Bower,  the WCC supervisor in Capitol Forest.

Event Season Capacity - There were 33 organized events this year, 4 of those events, new.  This number of events is at or above capacity for DNR Recreation staff.  These events take a lot of DNR resources and man hours and they really do not want to encourage any more than this.  The deadline of March 1st worked well.

The following are suggestions to improve on events next year;

· Require the group holding the event to post signs on trails affected, 2 weeks prior to the event.  Write this into the contract.

· Send list of all event to all user groups, so they can inform their members of areas that may affect them.

· Meet face to face with the DNR staff to go over route.  The DNR could provide an event packet describing required signage and responsibilities.


Because the number of events is near capacity, the DNR may want to prioritize local groups, then hold a lottery for events up to the capacity.  It was suggested that they use volunteer hours as criteria to qualify for an event.


One group that held an event this year, compensated the DNR by pumping four outhouses.  This type of compensation is more valuable than a permit fee, because the permit fee goes into the general fund, whereas pumping an outhouse or donating a case of toilet paper directly helps the maintenance of Capitol Forest.   DNR encourages other groups to consider this type of “payment”.


At the November user group meeting, groups are asked to bring their event requests.

Volunteer Training -  There will be a Volunteer training class on November 13th to include chain saw certification.  It will be the same class as last year.  Chain saw certification is good for 5 years.  Bring your own saw.

Forest Watch Patrol Program -  Possible training dates for this will be on one of following dates November 19th, December 9th, December 10th.  The consensus of the group was that they preferred the November 19th date.


The Forest Watch Patrol will  go like this;  Two weeks prior, an E-mail will be sent out to all participants that there will be a forest watch on a specified date and time, an they will be requested to respond if they planned to participate.  Also, individuals, or groups could send in a request to coordinate a Forest Watch Patrol with the DNR.  The patrol of the roads in Capitol Forest would be held along with a DNR supervisor and law enforcement officer.  Participants will be issued special hats, vest, and Ids.

Potential Volunteer Campground Projects -  DNR is looking for volunteers to take on projects using some of the recycled materials that are available.  Suggestions for projects include building some good Camp Host shelters to attract good camp hosts, and a watering trough at Margaret Mckinney campground.

Results of the Conflict Meeting - There were 40 people in attendance for the conflict meeting and it went well.  The group brainstormed and threw in a number of ideas for consideration.  After all the ideas were presented, everyone got a chance to pick their top choices.  The plan is to meet again, and come up with some concrete plans.

Projects 
Motorized projects

·    At Rock Candy, boulders have been removed and a trail rerouted.

· C4500 reroute - they met with FEMA, and an environmental impact statement will need to be done regarding the big slide on Molly Porter #3 trail.

· Yamaha has donated a grant for $6000 to repair a bridge out of the Stratoline ORV park.   Volunteers are needed to complete the project.

· At the Middle Waddel campground, a trail has been moved away from the stream.

Nonmotorized projects

· The Lost Valley Loop trail will be moved from a creek bed up to a ridge  This is at trail #20 after the 2nd bridge.

Future projects

· Along the Sherman Valley Rd, a trail next to the road will be blocked off, and sections that can be moved, will be moved.  The trail is too close to the road in places.

· Trail 40 - some issues need to be addressed

· An additional loop is planned at the novice ATV trail.

· Create a single track trail out of Rock Candy

· Scatter Creek Riders would like to build a manure bin in the parking lot at Margaret Mcinnney using recycled bridge materials

· A grant will be proposed to raise the trail on #6.

· The contractor has not started  work to blast the hillside out  on the Porter Creek Rd, so the work may move to the spring.

· Root rot has been found in trees at the Mima Falls Campground, so the trees will be cut.  Fir trees are the only ones affected, so the Cedar, Hemlock and Hardwoods will be left.  The sale is in January.  The trees should all be removed by April.


