
DNR User Group Meeting

January 28th 2010

Christmas Party  - The overall feeling of the Christmas party this year was that it was a success, and there was a good turnout.  If a Christmas party is to be held next year, it is suggested that a committee be formed to help with planning and running the party.  It was thought that the fee for rental of the Gun Club was high (even though we got a reduced rate of $250), and we may want to return to the Delphi Schoolhouse, where the rental fee was only $75.  Jeff Lebreck volunteered to attend a gun club meeting in February to see if they will offer the $250 fee to us again.  Another idea was to have a season ending party around the first of November, or a kickoff party in the spring.  The general consensus was that this would be preferred to a Christmas party because schedules become so busy around the holidays and attendance may be better.

     Jeff Lebreck was presented a Certificate of Appreciation for his work and personal funds to secure the Gun Club this year for the party, and his overall contribution as a volunteer in Capitol Forest.  Kim Habel was also presented with a certificate, thanking her for keeping notes at all the user group meetings, and contribution to Capitol Forest.

Introductions - There was overflow attendance for tonight’s meeting.  Representatives were on hand from the following groups;  Backcountry Horsemen of Washington - chapters represented from Thurston, Pierce, Grays Harbor, and Lewis County, Washington ATV Association, Friends of Capitol Forest, Competitive Mountaineering Association, Tacoma Trail Cruisers, Oly Trail Runners, Cascade Family Motorcycle Association, Appaloosa Club, land owners, and forest users. Great attendance!

Volunteer Grant Hour Reporting with DNR - Darrell Wallace, incoming president of Back Country Horsemen of Washington spoke, first talking about the importance of filling out the DNR time sheets, so volunteers will be covered under DNR insurance.  He then talked about the importance of tracking hours and the significance of those hours in the grant application process. The DNR and BCHW sometimes apply for the same RCO NOVA grants, so it is important that there is no duplication of hours, or the result may be denial of grant funds.  There will be  new volunteer hours forms created that will allow volunteers to record their hours as DNR or Non DNR hours.  An individual time record form was distributed for everyone to look at.  The group form will be similar.  Darrell wanted to insure everyone that if the DNR needed hours for grants they were applying for, BCHW would definitely be giving them the hours they needed.  The important issue is, if hours were audited, there be no duplication of hours, thus endangering the chances of getting & keeping the grant money.

     Last year, there were 21,000 volunteer hours reported in the region, and 11,562 in Capitol Forest.   ½ of DNR’s recreation funding comes from grants, so it is very important to fill out the hours forms completely and turn them in!

Gravel Pack-In - Scheduled for March 6th
    This year there will be different projects, incorporating the motorized groups, who last year wanted to participate, but were rejected.  There will be an ATV project this year, packing in gravel to the approach area of the new bridge out of Margaret Mckinney.  The pack horses will be working on the other side of the river so they will not be coming in contact with one another.

    The plan is to all meet at the Margaret Mckinney campground at 9:00 AM.  At that time, the pack strings will take off, and get across the bridge, then the ATVs will start their work.  

    The Pierce County chapter of BCHW will once again bring their food wagon and be in charge of lunch.  Nick will solicit Costco again this year for food donations, but we will also need groups and individuals to provide food or cash donations.  Nick will be sending out an  E-mail, detailing the donation needs.

Hopewell Timber Sale -  The Hopewell timber sale will affect the Greenline #6 at the D-4600 road.

    There will be a lot of logging in the forest this year, and all groups need to be aware of it.  There are various reasons.  Timber prices are up.  Contracts are shorter now, so the companies must log within a year of getting the contract.  Some of the older sales are expiring, so need to be logged.

    Timber companies are required to fix trails after the sale.  It is the logger’s responsibility to post trail closures.

    Recreation tries to coordinate with the Timber division as best they can.  If there is an event scheduled in an area that is scheduled to be logged, they may ask the loggers to start their logging in a different area in order to accommodate the event.  The biggest hurdle the DNR faces is the short notice that timber companies give to the DNR before starting the logging.  There is usually only a few days notice given.

Break-out Groups -  The DNR recreation staff would like to hold separate meetings with the motorized groups and non-motorized groups to plan and implement specific projects.  They are looking for 4 or 5 people from each group (motorized & non-motorized) to meet on a different date and discuss these projects.  Projects on the board right now include the mudslide out of Rock Candy for the motorized group.  Need to come up with a bypass route.  Out of Porter, the non-motorized trails need to be rerouted where it was washed out a couple of years ago.

    One suggestion for a meeting date would be on the month that there is no user group meeting.  Nick will send out an E-mail, asking for committee volunteers and the proposed date of meetings.

Round Table Discussion

· On February 6th there will be a Wilderness First Aid class held at the Salkum fire station.  Class starts at 10:00 AM  Bring a lunch.

· Fencing is being installed at the new Margaret Mckinney bridge to keep horses out of the creek.  People water their stock in the creek, and there is a worry that they may try to find a way around the fence.  The fence was part of the permit process, required by fish and wildlife.  DNR will look at putting in a watering trough at Margaret Mckinney.

· There are new metal signs up on Waddell Creek Rd, marking the trail closures.  They seem to be holding up and working well.

· There is a request for more laminated maps.  

· Tacoma Trail Cruisers will once again host the Capitol Forest clean up day.  They will set that day to be Saturday, October 2nd this year.

· There are new maps in the works with GPS coordinates.

· Some of the roads in the forest have been renumbered.  Dwight will have some maps at the next meeting that show the new numbers.

· The sign in for the Gravel Haul will be right at the entrance of Margaret Mckinney campground.

· There is a need to have access to the list of events & maps where events will take place.  It was suggested you go to website - Capitolforest.com, where events are listed.

· Signposts still need to go in on some trails.  If your group is planning on putting in the posts, be sure to note it on the work party request form, and coordinate with the DNR to get the posts and post drivers.


