
DNR USER GROUP MEETING

MAY 27TH, 2010

TRAIL SEASON UPDATE

Nick Cronquist, Phil Wolff

We are one month into the trail season and looking for feedback on how it is going.

· The trails are currently muddy because of all the rain.  Because of the later start, it is not as bad as it could be.

· There have been a lot of late season trees down over trails.  Nick asked the group if it would be OK for him to E-mail the descriptions of where the trees were to the chain saw certified people to see if anyone would be willing to go out and cut them.  The response was positive to this idea.

· All the events held thus far have run smoothly.

INTRODUCTIONS

· Representatives were on hand from 4 chapters of Back Country Horsemen, Washington ATV Association, Tacoma Trail Cruisers, Neighbors, Trail Runners, Friends of Capitol Forest, Evergreen Bicycle Club, Cascade Motorcycle Club, Thurston County Search and Rescue, and Competitive Mounted Orienteering, as well as DNR recreation staff and Timber Sales.

TIMBER SALES UPDATE

Don Melton

   Timber activity is very active, but most should be finished by August.  Here is an update on the current sales that affect trails and roads.

· Quoin - cutting is going on along the C-line.  The road is open but signs are up.  Trail 8 will reopen within a couple of weeks.

· Mor - located at the intersection of the C-line & D4000 affects motorized trail 40.  This trail should be open within one or two weeks.

· Hope Well -  on the D4600 rd.  Greenline 6 trail is now open.

· Ascend - The areas affecting Greenline 6 and trail 50 should be done in about a month.  The area affecting the C4010 and C-line rd will probably be finished around the first of August.  There is logging around the C6000 rd at Fall Creek but the road is open.  There is sometimes a wait though.

· Run -  Affects the Mima Porter #8 off the D4000 rd.  All logging and cleanup is completed.

· Pape -Source - Between Margaret Mckinney and Mima - This sale should be starting soon, but should be a quick sale.

   Be aware that there are a lot of log trucks on the roads.  If anyone encounters unsafe driving by the log trucks, please report to Tom.  Get a description of the vehicle if possible.

   Bicycle riders were seen in a closed logging area that was clearly marked closed.  Pass the word to stay out of closed areas.

CONNECTION IDEAS FOR VOLUNTEERING

   The DNR Recreation staff have developed some ideas to better communicate with volunteers an recreation users.  They are looking for some feedback on their ideas.

· Create one E-mail that addresses trail conditions.  For instance, if you are on a trail and see something that needs to be addressed, send that information to a central E-mail.  The idea of one phone number was brought up too, since most people carry a phone with them and could call in immediately instead of waiting till they got home to send an E-mail.

· Establish a Flicker account for just photos.  Nick is sometimes inundated with large files of photos sent to his E-mail.  This would allow people to download their photos directly to the Flicker site.

· Create separate kiosks for Forest information.  These would be located down the trail a ways instead of roadside, and contain current trail information.  Keeping updated information would be most challenging.  It was suggested that they create an “Adopt a Kiosk” program.  Judy Francis volunteered to adopt the Margaret Mckinney trail and Joan Flemming volunteered to do Mima.

GRANT UPDATE

Phil Wolff

   Phil passed out a handout of the proposed projects for motorized and non-motorized RCO Grants they will be competing for.  Attached is a copy of the handout.

MITIGATING POTENTIAL CONFLICTS ON THE TRAILS

Phil Wolff

   With a more concentrated use of the trails because of so many closures from timber sales, there has been an increase in conflicts between multi-users.  Do we want the DNR more involved in mitigating problems on the trails?  What should their role be, and how can the problems be addressed.  Most of the conflicts are occurring between the equestrian users and the mountain bikers.

   The consensus was that there is a need for more education.  They should start by concentrating in areas that have more problems than others.  Look at ways to communicate better.  A committee may be formed to address these issues.

MOTORIZED AND NON-MOTORIZED PROJECT  GROUPS REPORT

Phil Wolff, Tom Shedd

   Attached are handouts of projects and updates from the meetings held on 4/28 and 4/29.

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION

· A couple of rails were added to extend the fence at the Margaret Mckinney bridge to keep the horseback riders out of the creek.

· The Rock Candy B-line road is really rough.  Is anything being done to smooth it out?

· The Porter Creek campground will be closed when blasting is  planned.  There has not been a date set yet though.

· The funding has been approved for the bridge on trail #8 below Wedekind.  The date to install the bridge has not been determined.

· The new bridge at Margaret Mckinney seems to be working OK.  There’s a little sway but not too bad.

· There’s a man who has taken it upon himself to clean up the Triangle Pit.  He has taken out over 50 garbage bags of shells.

· Olympia Parks is looking at creating a BMX bicycle park.  This may help to eliminate some of the traffic in the forest.

· June 17th the DNR will be hosting a work party at the Middle Waddle.  Contact the DNR if you can come help.

· The Nisqually Riders will be having a work party on National Trails day to fix a couple of problems on the Lost Valley Loop.

· The DNR needs help identifying pirated trails.

