
DNR Recreation User Group Meeting

March 25th ,2010

6:00 PM - 8:15PM

GREAT GRAVEL PACK-IN

    Nick Cronquist reported that there were 182 volunteers at the Great Gravel Pack-in.  This is the biggest event that the DNR sponsors, and was a huge success.  So far, 1200 volunteer hours have been reported, but a few individuals did not check out, so Nick will need to contact each person to finalize the hours.  A total of 125,000 lbs of gravel was hauled. There were participants from all user groups, and is a showcase event for the DNR.

INTRODUCTIONS

    Representatives were on hand from the Thurston County Search and Rescue, Back Country Horsemen of Washington, Tacoma Trail Cruisers, Volunteer Center of Lewis, Thurston and Mason County, Appaloosa Club,  Cascade Motorcycle Club, Washington ATV Association, Friends of Capitol Forest, Competitive Mounted Orienteering , DNR Timber Sales Division, DNR Recreation.

TIMBER SALES THIS SUMMER IN CAPITOL FOREST

    Don Melton & Scott Sargent of the DNR Timber Sales Division spoke, and reported that this will be a busy year for timber sales.   A large map of the forest was on display, showing the projected sales this year. Some of the exact dates of the logging are still unknown, but an individual can go to the DNR website and look up sales by month.  To find the site, go to www.dnr.gov  > timber sales > auction packet > month > sales > county (Thurston or Mason)  Also, the website www.capitolforest.com has a map showing projected timber sales.

    Trails that are expected to be impacted this summer are as follows;

· Greenline #6

1.       Hope Well sale - the logging is completed and trails open, but there will be a lot of truck traffic on the road (29-17-3W)
2.       Ascend sale - expires October 2010 - at the intersection of C-line and C5000.  Also affects trail 50.

3.       Enterprise sale- no activity yet.  Could cut spring/summer of 2010 or 2011(17-17-4W)

· Mima Porter #8

4.        Run sale - likely will start May or June (36-17-4W)

5.        Quoin sale - starting the weekend of March 27th and will close the trail & the C-line for 2 to 3 months.  A road alternative is C-7000/C4000. (15-17-4W)   This will also impact trail 50.

· North Rim #1

6.         Stuff sale - window is May 1 to Sept 30.  It expires October 2010. (31-18-4W)
· Mount Mollie Loop(#40)

7.          Mor sale - will likely start logging in April.  Expires October 2010. (18-17-3W)

· Fall Creek Campground

8.           Ascend sale - sold today and expires October 2010. The road into the campground will not be closed, but will be impacted throughout the summer.
If there is an event scheduled in one of the areas slated to be logged, as the event gets closer, contact Nick, who will in turn get in contact with the timber division to talk to the logging companies to see if some adjustments can be made.  The timber companies usually try their best to accommodate us.

PROGRESS IN CLOSING OF ORV TRAILS EAST OF MIDDLE WADDELL

     Phil Wolff & Kevin Olson reported that the DOT and Thurston County have been dumping stumps to block off the ORV trails east of Middle Waddell.  A new novice riding area is being created, in hopes of keeping the riders from driving around the campground.

     Phil is looking at pursuing an RTP (recreational trails program) grant to help in the creation of the novice trail.  He is also looking at a non-motorized RTP grant for a year round horse loop.

2009 VOLUNTEER HOURS BREAKDOWN

     Nick Cronquist sent around a graph with a breakdown of volunteer hours per group.  They are as follows;   Camp Host 8,208, Motorized 3,750, Mountain Bike 2,154, Equestrian 1,330, Boy Scout 355, Other 261, Runner 50.  Total hours for 2009 were 16,109.

RECREATION PERMIT PROCESS REVIEW

      Dwight Combs talked about the new permit process, which will allow him to get all the applications processed in the winter months, so he is in the forest during peak times.  He has received 20 event applications and so far has processed 18 of those.  He is able to finalize the application with appropriate signatures and issue the permit as soon as the club has turned in their insurance binder.  

      If an event route will need to be changed because of a timber sale, a new route map will not be required.  The permit will just be amended.

ADOPT-A-AGREEMENT MAP

       A map was passed around that highlighted and identified the trails that have been adopted.  A request was made for copies at the next meeting.  Nick said he would try, but no guarantees.

MOTORIZED/ NON MOTORIZED PROJECT GROUPS REPORT

       Phil Wolff talked about the meetings held last month to determine special projects.  The following are special projects identified and discussed during the meetings held on  2/23/10 and 2/24/10.
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e Rock Candy West Re-Route
March 13 meet at Rock Candy 8:00 to begin construction headed West — one
crew. Focus of this day is laying out the Rock Candy South trail (see below). WA
ATV will bring one or two small excavators.

¢ Rock Candy South (switch backs) Re-Route
March 13 meet at Rock Candy. Layout the Rock Candy South trail from the user
built trail above the existing trail to the 8100 road. If time allows begin flagging
next portion above the 8100. This will be a long stretch of trail will need a sirong
volunteer and DNR commitment.

e Al Davis Road Trail :
DNR built a small re-route to connect the two sections of road. Gravel may need
to be brought in to harden the trail. TTC will investigate this and possible other
trail connections.

o Novice Area West Waddell
There will not be a timber sale to remove root rot infected trees. TTC / DNR / WA
ATV flagged possible routes and boundaries. TTC will assist in building a wood
fence to keep use contained. DNR will determine next steps. Update DNR may
pursue a small grant to assist with this project. )

e Rock Candy Trailhead
WA ATV volunteered to provide labor and expertise to build a wall in front of the
bathroom. We also discussed other concerns/opportunities at the trailhead area.

e Update Closure East Waddell
Many of the trails are closed work still ongoing. County assisted by bringing in
stumps and DOT provided jersey barriers.
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Attending, DNR: Phil W. Tom S. and Nick C.
User group representatives: Fred H, Josh M, David S, Bobbie M, Mike S, Stephen R, Betty R,
Jeff L, Karen J, John P, Herb R, Joan F, Rachel D, Gavin G, Glen R, Todd D and Judy F.

e Green Line 6 re-route Wedekind to Porter
We agreed need to move the trail out Hell creek drainage. Need many site visits to
determine a proposed route. Glen Rodgers will assist in providing mapping
products for both re-routes

e Mima Porter 8 re-route C 1000 to Porter
This is part of the larger proposal to move trails in the Hell creek drainage. The
group agreed to tackle this portion first. Will meet at Porter at 9:00 AM March 13
at four corners (where the B line crosses the C-1000 roads) David Snyder has
volunteered to coordinate initial layout. Glen Rodgers has volunteered to provide
mapping support. Update — Glen has provided initial mapping - Thanks

e Mima Porter 8 South of Fall Creek (Lost Valley loop) Re-route trail away
from streams Nisqually Riders have taken on this project. Tom and Nick are
meeting with them on 3/03.

e Mima Porter 8 short re-route above FOCF re-routes (above Fall Creek)
FOCF will lead a work party during trails day June 5" Meet at the Y (Sherman
Valley & Waddell creek) at 9:00

e Green Line 6 short re-route below 4600
Trails day June kil Jeff labreck has volunteered to lead a crew on trails day June
Sth Jeff lets plan on meeting at the ¥ at 9:00 — we had talked earlier about
meeting on site.

e Waddell Loop short re-route / hardening below the 9000
If we have time this will be accomplished during the pack in. Otherwise we will
take it on a trails day. >one~

e Margaret Mckenny Campground — water for stock
Continue to explore options for pressurized water system. Agreed we need a
constant flow of water if we were to do a water trough. Other option is to have a
system like Mima Falls and Fall creek. There would be other benefits for
pressurized water as well — if we went that direction. Update Judy F provided
information for simple cost effective pressurized system





ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS

· A representative from Thurston County Search and Rescue assured us that they would be a presence this year in Capitol Forest for all events, and to call 911 if you become lost.
· Nisqually Riders BCHW has upcoming work parties scheduled for Fall Creek Campground and the Lost Valley loop trail.
· Celina, a representative from the Volunteer Center told us that there were individuals registered with her agency who are looking for volunteer opportunities.  She invited us to register at volunteer.ws.  There we will be able to find people looking to volunteer, and register as an organization looking for volunteers.  Her phone number is 360-741-2607 and E-mail is Celina@volunteer.ws.
· There has been a lot of gunfire and extra traffic on the 9200 rd by the Upper Stoney Creek watershed.
· When is the block wall scheduled to be installed at the rest rooms at Rock Candy?  David with FOCF is looking into getting some blocks donated.   There is also someone working to get donated labor, rebar and mortar for the project, so needs to know when they can start.
· FOCF will hold its usual work party on the first Saturday of the Month.  Meet at the Y.  They continue to work on the Human Power Trail.  Phase 1 is completed and they are currently working on phase 2.  Hopefully they will be able to complete phase 3 next year.
· The campground host at Margaret McKenney will stay again this year, along with the Middle Waddell host.  The hosts for Sherman Valley will be returning this summer.
· There is a gentleman named Frank, who has been picking up the shotgun shells at the Triangle Pit, and keeping the pit free of garbage.
· On April 25th there will be 100 runners participating in a 50 mile run.  They will start at Mima Falls at 6:00am

